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This introductory course has several purposes.  Most fundamentally, it aims to provide an overview of societies, cultures, institutions, and leading current issues in several of the most important and representative countries around the world.  Only with knowledge of how politics works within countries will it be possible to pursue the second main objective, a perspective on global society.  In particular, through examination of how each country developed in relation to its global context, we will seek to gain a better understanding of the vast transnational transformations now proceeding rapidly throughout much of the world.  The instant global access to information now available throughout internet is only the latest, most dramatic example of a set of developments that have increasingly become known as globalization.  Together, these developments confront people in the United States itself with new conditions that political scientists and others in related fields are only beginning to grasp.   Not least for this reason, the study of comparative politics also has a further aim.  Comparison can ultimately help to understand the politics of our own country.


The course begins with an overview of the evolving global context that has shaped the development of politics within particular societies since ancient times, and a general discussion of the questions we will ask about each of the countries we examine.  Starting with England, the first parliamentary government in the world, we then proceed to examine the political development and the contemporary politics in a total of seven countries.  In the final sessions of the course, we will examine the positions of these same countries with respect to some of the global economic, cultural and environmental issues confronting the contemporary world.   In this section, students will engage in role-playing exercises or give reports on how such questions as world trade, cultural globalization and global climate policy have played out in each setting. 


Throughout the course, class sessions will intersperse, student reports, participatory exercises, video presentations, guest speakers and special events with seminar-style lectures and discussions.  By the end of the course, you should have acquired in-depth knowledge of at least two of the countries we study, textbook knowledge of the others, and an understanding of how different countries around the world are confronting some of the most important global issues.

Readings
Most of the readings will come from the two required texts for this course:

Jeffrey Kopstein and Mark Lichbach (eds.), Comparative Politics: Interest, Identities and Institutions in a Changing Global Order (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000).

David Held, Anthony McGrew, David Goldblatt and Jonathon Perraton, Global Transformations:  Politics, Economics and Culture (Palo Alto, California: Stanford University Press, 1999).

Other required readings (journal articles, discussion pieces, newspaper clippings, etc.) will be distributed in class.   In addition, you will be expected to keep up with ongoing world events, with a focus on the issues and countries we will cover in the main readings and assignments.  U.S. newspapers like the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times are helpful but often insufficient to do this.  In addition, it will be helpful to read either The Economist (a U.K.-based weekly newsmagazine) or the Financial Times (a U.K.-based daily business newspaper with good coverage of world news in its first section), or visit such websites as the New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com), the BBC World Service (http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml) or the Cable News Network (http://www.cnn.com/WORLD/).  In addition, the course website will contain links to national news services in each of the countries we will study.

Assignments

The assignments of this course build cumulatively on each other.  By the mid-point you should aim to familiarize yourself closely with the politics and society of at least one country, and acquire textbook knowledge of a wider range of countries.   By the end, for purposes of an in-class discussion and the final exam, you will be expected to analyze at least one other country and several specific issues as they relates to one or more countries. 


During the first part of the course, an assignment using the internet will enable us to explore the central theme of globalization at the same time we proceed through the textbook.  Every student will be required to pick one country with a native language besides English (i.e., any country in the textbook besides the United Kingdom).  Using analysis of selected websites, you will assess either some substantive aspect of politics and society in that country, or some aspect of the use of the web in the politics and social life of that country.  In addition to a 2-4 page written report on your research, you will be expected to present your results in a 5-10 minute in-class presentation.  Both components of the assignment will be due the first session in which the relevant country is discussed in class.  A separate handout will discuss further details of this assignment.


Following the midterm, we will turn to a series of issues associated with globalization that pose dilemmas of varying sorts within all the countries we have studied (corporate globalization, immigration, cultural globalization, global environmental hazards).  During this portion of the course, every student will be responsible for a second short paper (2-4 pages) on some aspect of these problems as they affect one or more of the countries we have studied.  This paper may be coordinated with a role in the participatory exercises planned as part of the classes on each of those issues (world trade negotiations, comparative cultural globalization, global warming negotiations).  Every student will also be expected to make the equivalent of a 5-10 minute presentation in at least one of these exercises.


As a “virtual” forum for participation beyond the seminar sessions, this course will also utilize the Discussion Board on the Blackboard website for the course  (https://learn.usc.edu).   Every student will be required to submit at least two postings of at least 150 words each.  Your posting should contain either an argument, a well-articulated point, or a series of questions addressed to the readings, or an assessment or account of web materials on closely related topics.    All postings are due by midnight on the day preceding the relevant class session. If for any reason you cannot submit your posting to Blackboard, you should e-mail it to the instructor by this deadline to be posted on your behalf.


Final grades will be based on the following weights:

Internet paper:
15%

Mid-term:
20%

Second short paper: 
20%

Discussion board postings:
15%

Final exam:
30%


This list of assignments is based on the assumption that all students will do all the required reading, attend all classes and participate regularly and constructively in discussions.  Failure to do any of these tasks will be considered just cause for lowering your final grade.

Outline of Sessions
June 27: Introduction
July 2:   A Globalizing World?/England
Required reading:

David Held, Anthony McGrew, David Goldblatt and Jonathon Perraton, Global Transformations:  Politics, Economics and Culture (Palo Alto, California: Stanford University Press, 1999), pp. 1-14, 32-86.

Jeffrey Kopstein and Mark Lichbach (eds.), Comparative Politics: Interest, Identities and Institutions in a Changing Global Order (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000), pp. 1-30 (introduction), 34-69 (on England).

July 4: Holiday, no class!

July 9: England and France
Required reading:

Kopstein and Lichbach, pp. 71-108 (on France)
July 11: Germany and Russia
Required reading:

Kopstein and Lichbach, pp. 112-143 (on Germany), 188-228 (on Russia)
July 16: Russia and China
Required reading:

Kopstein and Lichbach, pp. 230-268 (on China)
July 18: China and Mexico (and in-class mid-term)
Required reading:

Kopstein and Lichbach, pp. 272-306 (on Mexico)
July 23: Iran and Mexico
Required reading:

Kopstein and Lichbach, pp. 349-380 (on Iran)
July 25: Iran/Global Capitalism

Required reading:

Held, McGrew, Goldblatt and Perraton, pp. 149-188, 236-282
July 30: Social and Cultural Globalization
Required reading:

Held, McGrew, Goldblatt and Perraton, pp. 283-375.
August 1: Global Environmental Sustainability
Required reading:

Held, McGrew, Goldblatt and Perraton, pp. 376-413.
August 3: Second paper due
August 6: Final exam





